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Commissioning Testing of

Ballast Water Management System

Regulations:

The Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC), at its seventy-third session (22 to 26 October
2018), approved Guidance for the commissioning testing of ballast water management systems
published in circular BWM.2/Circ.70. The purpose of commissioning testing is to validate the installation
of a ballast water management system (BWMS) by demonstrating that its mechanical, physical,
chemical and biological processes are working properly. Commissioning testing is not intended to

validate the design of BWMS that are already approved by the Administration.

Ships of 400 gross tonnage and above to which this Convention applies, excluding floating

platforms, FSUs and FPSOs.

At its seventy-forth session (13 to 17 May 2019), MEPC invited submission to the pollution prevention
and response (PPR) subcommittee on recommendations for any necessary modifications to the
guidelines for commissioning testing of ballast water management systems in accordance with the draft
e-1 amendment to the BWM convention, which are intended to demonstrate the normal functioning of
the BWMS through representative sampling and indicative analysis when commissioning testing are

carried out.

On 19 February 2020, the PPR sub-committee issued the PPR7/WP.4/Add.1 circular containing the
draft revision of the guidelines for the commissioning testing of ballast water management systems,
which will be approved and revised at the MEPC 75 meeting (originally planned for 30 March to 3 April
2020, postponed to 16-20 November 2020 due to the COVID-19). This circular will replace BWM.2 /
Circ.70.

Flag states implementation:

Commissioning test to verify the proper operation of equipment shall be carried out at the installation of
any BWMS. MEPC 74 has approved a draft amendment to the Ballast Water Management Convention
(BWMC) to conduct commissioning test so as to demonstrate through representative sampling and

indicative analysis that a BWMS is working properly, and this amendment will be adopted at MEPC 75.
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Prior to the entering into force of this amendment, following flag administrations require the

early implementation so that the sampling analysis to be conducted in accordance with their

instructions.

Flag Instructions by flag administrations Date
Australia SHIPPING CIRCULAR NO. 01 OF 2019 18/0ct/2019
Cyprus Circular No 20/2019 02/Dec/2019
Singapore | SHIPPING CIRCULAR NO. 09 OF 2019 01/Jul/2019
Tuvalu MARINE CIRCULAR MC-3/2016/1 Feb/2020

Application of IMO Circular BWM2Circ70 (original)
Greece . ] ) 21/May/2020
Application of IMO Circular BWM2Circ70 (translated)

Also, the following flag administrations recommend the early implementation of the sampling

NEWSLET

analysis.
Flag Instructions by flag administrations Date
Bahamas INFORMATION BULLETIN No. 165 04/Nov/2019
Panama MERCHANT MARINE CIRCULAR MMC-345 July/2020

Implementation, Survey and Certification under the International
Liberia Convention for the Control and Management of Ship’s Ballast August/2020
Water and Sediments, 2004 (BWM Convention)

Source: https.//www.classnk.or.jp/hp/en/activities/statutory/ballastwater/index.htm/

Difference between BWM.2/Circ.70 and PPR7/WP.4/Add.1

Regulation Adopt range Test water Test parameters

BWM.2/Circ.70  |Initial Survey Uptake water Viable organisms (=50um)
(2018.12.01) Additional Survey (ambient water) Viable organisms (210um, < 50um)
Discharged water = Escherichia coli

Enterococci e

Vibrio cholerae (O1 and O139) 8

PPR7/WP.4/Add.1 Initial Survey Uptake water Viable organisms (=50um) §
(2020.02.19) Renewal Survey (voluntary) Viable organisms (=10um, < 50um) \Q;
Intermediate Survey Discharged water §2

Annual Survey e

Additional Survey §
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https://www.classnk.or.jp/hp/pdf/activities/statutory/ballastwater/test/ballast_aut_sampleanalysis.pdf
https://www.classnk.or.jp/hp/pdf/activities/statutory/ballastwater/test/ballast_cyp_sampleanalysis.pdf
https://www.classnk.or.jp/hp/pdf/activities/statutory/ballastwater/test/ballast_sgp_sampleanalysis.pdf
https://www.classnk.or.jp/hp/pdf/activities/statutory/ballastwater/test/ballast_tuv_sampleanalysis.pdf
https://www.classnk.or.jp/hp/pdf/activities/statutory/ballastwater/test/ballast_grc_sampleanalysis_01.pdf
https://www.classnk.or.jp/hp/pdf/activities/statutory/ballastwater/test/ballast_grc_sampleanalysis_02.pdf
https://www.classnk.or.jp/hp/pdf/activities/statutory/ballastwater/test/ballast_bhs_sampleanalysis.pdf
https://www.classnk.or.jp/hp/pdf/activities/statutory/ballastwater/test/ballast_pan_sampleanalysis.pdf
https://www.classnk.or.jp/hp/pdf/activities/statutory/ballastwater/test/ballast_lbr_sampleanalysis.pdf
https://www.classnk.or.jp/hp/pdf/activities/statutory/ballastwater/test/ballast_lbr_sampleanalysis.pdf
https://www.classnk.or.jp/hp/pdf/activities/statutory/ballastwater/test/ballast_lbr_sampleanalysis.pdf
https://www.classnk.or.jp/hp/en/activities/statutory/ballastwater/index.html
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About CTI-Maritec:

CTI-Maritec, member of CTI Group, is one of the foremost providers of Marine Services to the shipping
industry. Specializing in Inspection, Testing, Certification and Consultancy in the fields of Maritime
Health, Safety and Environment, we provide a comprehensive and one-stop HSE solution for clients.
We've inhouse ballast water testing laboratories located in Shenzhen, Xiamen, Shanghai, Tianjin,

Qingdao and Singapore.

CTI-Maritec has got the approval by DNVGL for ballast water testing and expecting approval from ABS
and LR later this year.
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Free sampling Kits provided to Members Marine Fuel Testing & Solutions Marine Environmental Services
- Maritec Fuel Testing Programme (MFTP) - Potable Water

- Bunker Quantity Survey (BQS) - Ballast Water Testing

- Sewage Water Testing
- Fuel System Check (FSC)
- Oily Water Testing
- Forensic Analysis )
- Scrubber Water Testing

- Lubecheck Programme

Asbestos Solutions
- Asbestos Surveys
- Asbestos Removal / Abatement

- Asbestos-free Certification

Onboard IHM sampl

y
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